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disasters produced by the severity of the climate
have thoroughly demonstrated the strength and
greatness of this Empire which is founded on the
co-operation and the affection of fifty millions of cit-
izens and on the geographical wealth of the finest
countries in the world. It is with keen satisfaction
that we have seen our people of the Kingdom of
Italy, those of Holland and of the united depart-
ments rivalling with the French, and feeling that they
have no other hope, future, or happiness than in the
consolidation and triumph of the great Empire. . . .
The French dynasty reigns and will continue to reign
in Spain. ... I am satisfied with the conduct of all
my allies. I shall not abandpn one of them; I shall
maintain the integrity of their states. The Russians
shall return to their terrible climate." Alas I every
sentence was a new illusion. The new Frenchmen
were about to turn against France; the French
dynasty in Spain was to be driven out. It was not
Napoleon who was to abandon his allies, but his allies
who were to abandon Napoleon. The Russians were
not to return to their terrible climate; it was our
magnificent climate to which they were to advance.
The great man was no longer a prophet.

Forgetting the insignificance of family alliances
where politics were concerned, and the many wars
waged in the Middle Ages and in modern times
between closely related sovereigns, Napoleon imag-
ined that the Emperor Francis would never be able
to abandon the cause of his daughter and his grand-